OFFICIAL    AND    COURT    LIFE
Evelyn brought his prompt and businesslike report
to the King and read it to him. Charles expressed
great satisfaction, and after one or two more clauses
had been inserted, he directed that a copy should be
sent to the British Ambassador in Paris and a copy
retained for publication. Official business being
over, Evelyn adds at the end of the entry in his Diary:
"Before I went out of the King's closet he called me
back to show me some ivory statues and other
curiosities that I had not seen before."
It cannot be wondered that Evelyn was greatly
attracted by Charles's capacity to have other than
official interests, and by his disarming friendliness,
What indeed could be more cordial than their
meeting after the plague had abated? Evelyn had
sent his wife and his family to Wotton. But he
himself was unwilling to relax his efforts or shirk his
duty as Commissioner for the prisoners and wounded,
"being resolved to stay at my house myself and to
look after my charge trusting in the providence and
goodness of God." The death-roll in his own parish
in one year was 406. We must let him describe
his meeting with the King, at Hampton Court, in
his own words. The Duke of Albcmarle introduced
him, and the King "ran towards me and in a most
gracious manner gave me his hand to kiss, with many
thanks for my care and faithfulness in his service in a
time of such great danger, when everybody fled
their employments; he told me he was much obliged
to me and said he was several times concerned for me,
and the peril I underwent, and did receive my
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